
Living With Wildlife:

DEER
ISSUE - EATING GARDEN PLANTS

Note: In areas where deer are common, it’s
unrealistic to expect to plant a vegetable or flower
garden without needing protection from deer. The

smaller the area you want to protect, the more
effective it will be.

Homemade Repellent: 
Mix the following in a 1-gallon
tank sprayer: 

2 beaten and strained eggs
(strain to remove the white
strings surrounding the yolk)
1 cup milk, yogurt, buttermilk,
or sour milk
2 tsp Tabasco sauce or cayenne
pepper
20 drops essential oil of clove,
cinnamon, or eucalyptus
1 tsp cooking oil
1 tsp liquid dish soap
top off 1-gallon tank sprayer
with water

Shake sprayer and mist onto dry
foliage. Application should last 2 to
4 weeks in dry weather. 

Suggestions:
Construct an 8-foot wire mesh fence around
your vegetable garden or other sensitive
planted areas.
Use mini-barriers made of netting to protect
individual plants or vulnerable parts of
plants.
For small trees, use commercially available
tree guards.
Leave natural vegetation in your yard that
deer can eat, and plant sensitive plants in
small, easily protected areas.
Use repellents that combine disagreeable
odors or tastes. Apply before leaves or flower
buds emerge and new growth appears. 
Employ tactics such as streamers, blinking
lights, noisemakers, scarecrows, or motion
activated sprinkler systems. Rotate/change
tactics regularly as deer can adapt to them. 

RESOURCES:

Nixalite of American Inc Pest Bird & Wildlife
Control Products
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https://www.nixalite.com/product/deer-stopper-organic-deer-repellent
https://www.nixalite.com/product/deer-stopper-organic-deer-repellent
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/living/species-facts/deer

