
Living With Wildlife:

OPOSSUMS
ISSUE - LOOKING SICK OR

INJURED

ISSUE - BEING AGGRESSIVE TO PETS/
PEOPLE

ISSUE - FOUND INSIDE A HOUSE

Often, when faced with sudden danger or
bright lights, an opossum will become
incredibly still or “play possum”. They can
remain in this position for hours, as long as
they feel that danger is present. This leads to
mistakenly thinking that the opossum is sick.
Opossums are normally nocturnal, but since
they have little body fat and must forage year-
round, they may be seen during the day when
food is scarce.

Note: Opossums have lots of small, sharp teeth and
may bite if handled, but their jaws are weak. Most of
their perceived aggression is a bluff triggered by feeling
cornered or scared. They rarely actually attack.

Suggestions:

Minimize attractants: Feed pets indoors and secure
garbage cans and compost to reduce attractants for
opossums in your yard. 
Take pets indoors until the opossum can leave.

Close off surrounding interior doors and leave the room. Let them find their own way
out through an open door or pet door.
If necessary, gently herd the opossum out using a broom.
Avoid scaring the animal, as they may feel cornered and react defensively by
hunkering down, hissing, growling, defecating, or expressing scent glands to produce
a foul odor.


