
Living With Wildlife:

RACCOONS
Remove Attractants!

Avoid feeding raccoons and encourage neighbors to
do the same. Feeding concentrations a larger number
in small areas and causes them to lose fear of humans.
Established feeding should be gradually discontinued

to prevent problems.

Garbage Cans
Build a slatted wooden cage for your garbage can to
fit inside. It should have a top and one side that
opens for putting garbage in and taking it out.
Secure garbage cans with bungees, weights, or
clamping lids. 
 Keep garbage cans in the garage until collection
day.
 Keep compost in secure containers. 

Food Outdoors
Feed pets indoors.
If feeding outdoors, choose late morning or
midday. Remove food, water bowls, and any
leftovers or spilled items, before dusk. 
Feed outdoor cats on a surface elevated at least 4
feet above ground, with smooth sides that can’t be
climbed (Racoons are good climbers but can’t leap
up the way a cat can).
Clean up barbecue areas immediately after use.
Use motion- activated lights to scare raccoons
away from particular areas.

ISSUE - HANGING OUT IN YARDS, BEING
RELUCTANT TO LEAVE, AND KNOCKING

OVER GARBAGE CANS ISSUE - CLIMBING UP INTO
BIRD FEEDERS

Install a 3-foot smooth flashing or
vent pipe around the bottom of the
tree or pole. Attach  a funnel-shaped
(at least 18 inches) metal or hard
plastic around the tree/pole,
pointing downwards, at least 3 feet
off the ground.
Hang feeders from wires on slender
branches or long, thin poles from
deck rails.
Take bird feeders in at night.

ISSUE - ENTERING THROUGH CAT DOORS
Lock pet doors at night, or a door with a sensor
activated by a device on your pet’s collar.
Put pet food away.

ISSUE - CATCHING FISH IN
PONDS

Provide lots of places for fish to
hide, such as cinder blocks, ceramic
drain tiles, wire baskets, or upside-
down plastic crates held down with
heavy rocks.
Install motion-activated sprinklers
or lights.
Build pond at least 2 feet deep, with
steep sides, as raccoons like to wade
but don’t dive.



Living With Wildlife:

RACCOONS

It is best to take preventative measures before raccoons
move in. Always check for animals inside before blocking

holes. If a mother has kits in her den (~April to June),
preventing access could lead to extensive damage as she

tries to return to her kits. At ~8 weeks, kits can follow
Mom, making it safe to take preventative action then. 

Suggestions:

Close any openings securely with 1/4 inch mesh
hardware cloth, or boards.
Prevent roof access by trimming tree limbs away
from structures.
Attach metal flashing around corners of buildings
(at least 3 feet sq.) to prevent climbing.
Use commercial products such as flexible metal or
plastic spikes to deter climbing gutters.
Remove vegetation from buildings that raccoons
can climb.
Place a bright light under the deck or house.
Put a radio on in the area.
Put vinegar-soaked rags in a coffee can with holes
punched in the side. Place the can under the deck
or house to allow the smell to permeate. 
Wadded-up newspaper lightly tucked into exit
points or sprinkle flour on the ground outside/
inside the entrance to tell if an animal has come
back and/or left.
Once they have gone, sprinkling cayenne pepper
inside the entrance/exit point can help keep them
out for a short time until permanent measures are
taken.

ISSUE - DENNING UNDER HOUSES, IN
ATTICS, OR CHIMNEYS

ISSUE - KILLING CHICKENS
& DUCKS

Keep chickens in an enclosure
with a roof.
Close birds in a secure house
before dusk.
Completely enclose outdoor pens,
including roof, with 1-inch
chicken wire over a sturdy
framework. Overlap and wire all
seams to prevent raccoons from
forcing their way in. To prevent
them from reaching in at ground
level, surround the bottom 18
inches of pen with 1/4 inch
hardware cloth.
Surround the cage with a 2-wire
electric fence system at 6 and 12
inches or at 12 and 18 inches
above the ground.
Equip poultry houses with well-
fitting doors and secure locking
mechanisms. 


