
Living With Wildlife:

RED FOX

ISSUE - DENNING UNDER PORCH OR HOUSE

Timeline:
During early breeding season (~March-June)
there may be a mother with young pups
trying to find shelter. Steps taken to block
entrances or drive her away may result in
pups being left behind to starve.
Preventative measures should not be carried
out during this time.

When pups are about 3 months old (~June)
they are mobile enough to move to another
den, so steps can be implemented at this
time to encourage the family to move. 

Suggestions:
Place a bright light under the deck or
house.
Install a radio or speaker in the area set
to a station where people are talking. 
Put vinegar soaked rags in a coffee can
with holes in the side. Place this under
the deck or house allowing the smell to
permeate.
Put stinky kitty litter around their
sleeping spot to create an unpleasant
odor. It may take a couple days before
they leave, so check the area often.

Use wadded-up newspaper lightly tucked
into the exit point or sprinkle flour on the
ground outside and inside  to determine if
the animal has returned or left.
Once they have left, sprinkle cayenne
pepper inside the entrance/exit points to
help deter them from returning
temporarily. 
 Block entrances with heavy-duty wood,
wire, or other strong materials as soon as
possible to prevent another animal from
taking up residence.

To prevent foxes or other animals from denning under your house, thoroughly inspect the
exterior of the house in the fall and block any gaps or openings with sturdy materials. Don’t

wait until spring!



Living With Wildlife:

RED FOX
ISSUE - INJURING/KILLING PETS
OR SMALL DOMESTIC ANIMALS

(CHICKENS, RABBITS ETC.)
Suggestion:

Keep animals in areas with secure
fencing. The fence should extend an
additional 8 inches into the ground and
then make a 90-degree turn to the
outside of the fence for another 10-15
inches. This will keep foxes from digging
in.

Coyotes:
Coyotes can pose similar challenges as
red foxes, and similar methods can be

used to deter them. 

There are no coyotes present on any
island in San Juan County, but they can

be found on the adjacent mainland.

Install a roof on enclosures to prevent
foxes from climbing and jumping over
fences.

Install  two electrified wires, 8 and 15
inches above the ground, offset from
the existing fence by ~12 inches (can
be solar powered) to prevent a fox
from getting under or over the fence.

Install a motion sensor sprinkler to
startle the fox as they approach.

Install a “coyote roller” on the top of
fences to prevent the fox getting a
foothold and climbing over. 

Angle the top of the fence outward at
a 45-degree angle for ~18 inches to
prevent the fox climbing over.

https://www.nixalite.com/product/garden-protector-all-in-one-electric-fence-kit
http://www.coyoteroller.com/

